Treatment of relapsed and refractory Hodgkin's disease with high dose chemotherapy and autologous bone marrow transplantation.
Despite combination of chemotherapy and radiotherapy, some patients with refractory or relapsed Hodgkin's disease (HD) have a bad prognosis. We performed high dose chemotherapy (HDCT) (BCV regimen) with autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT) in 26 patients with advanced HD. 11 patients were considered refractory after at least two non cross-resistant chemotherapy regimens and radiotherapy in 8 cases. 15 patients had a poor prognosis relapse (in visceral or irradiated site) after complete remission and they received chemotherapy before ABMT. At the time of transplantation 4 patients had progressive disease with B symptoms and did not respond to HDCT; they all died 3 to 12 months post-transplantation from persistent HD. For the remaining 22 patients, 3 months after HDCT 19 patients (73%) were in complete remission, 2 (8%) in partial remission and one patient died from toxicity. After complete remission 4 patients relapsed at 12 to 18 months and 15 patients are in persistent remission 24 to 46 months after transplantation. These results are encouraging in patients with bad prognostic factors but able to respond to chemotherapy.